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New But Its Wonderful Name ! _ :



TWO COMPLETELY NEW

This is it! This is the big news of the
year! This is the car that overtakes
tomorrow in one giant forward stride
in automotive history. This is all-new

Pontiac for 1355!

In every exciting new concept of line and contour, of ride
and luxury, of power and performance—and price—the
1955 Pontiac s
to admire and envy.

a new high-value mark for all the world

And for you to enjoy today!

What makes this all-new order of Pontiacs such a history-
making automobile? The kind of car that raises the sights
for the future of an entire industry?

It beauty . . . beauty such as you've never seen before!
A lower-than-ever, lovelier-than-ever flow of line. A grace-
ful integration of design . . . of body and glass, of grille
treatment and trim. It's the unmistakable Pontiac look .. .
newly stated in the sparkle of twin silver streaks.

It’s power . . . all-new V-8 power such as only Pontiac
could produce! A 180-horsepower V-8 engine named the

WITH THE IB0-HORSEPOWER STRATO -STREAK

Strato-Streak o give you just a hint of the performance
thrills it can deliver. Performance engineered in the
Pontiac manner, which means, as you know—being
tharough sticklers for dependability as well. Ponliac engi-
neers pre-proved this high-voltage power plant in over
three million test miles!

All-new style and all-new power . . . and much, much

more in this all-new General Motors masterpiece!

In this Pontiac, you will see interior luxury once un-
imagined for an automobile of Pontiac's price class.

In this Pontiac, you will revel in a whole new view of the
road and the passing scene—and take comfort in all that

means to your driving safety and pleasure,

In this Pontiac, the room and the ride are all-new, too . .
and pure luxury! There's huoyant new rear springing
And front seals are three inches wider in a car not
one bit wider over-all!

Yes, the newness goes d

in this 1955 Pontiac. A
heavier-than-ever frame! Bigger new front brakes! New

steering system! New cowl-intake ventilation! New 12-
volt electrical system. New tubeless lires—all models!

It"s all new—wonderfully new—from tires to top, this
fabulous new Pontiac!

Except in one vital way. “The Pontiac Idea” remains
unchanged—and it will always be so: To create and build
an automebile comparing with America’s costliest cars in
every important way . . . and to sell thal car in such a
volume that Pontiac's price can remain just a few dollars

above the very lowest-priced field.

Built with the finest; priced with
the lowest! Certainly, the proof of
‘the Pontiac Idea” has never been
more conclusive than in all-new
Pontiac . . . for 1955!
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1965 PONTIAC STAR CHIEF SERIES

T —— — _

THE STAR CHIEF CUSTOM FOUR.-DOOR SEDAN
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Breath-taking vision of the future of automotive design!

nere 13 the brightest star of Pontiac’s line—the long. low-
sweeping SWr Chied. Here i 2 Pontiac 3o magnificen? in looks and
urury and achion thal Amencans accutiomed to pAYINE mach
more are takang o the whesl of 3 Selver Streas instead

Mere 14 the realizaton of every motorist's dream of splendor —
most dramatsc proof of Pontiac's abelely Ie prowide lrue beg-car
Quadily at prices withan easy reach of nearly every new-car buyer
Un the left, for your 1955 approval, is the breath-lak ng Star
Liel Custom Four-Door Sedan—offering. in addition to every other
>tar Chief virtue, the jewel-brightness of exchusive color
harmaomes and the most frankly luturious enfenors ever to Brace
_-__J an automobile of 10 moderate a prce. For 1955, the Star Chied

1% Even more oDweiuly the future-styled car that's powered and

priced for Amercans with a tutuerne!




THE STAR CHIEF CONVERTIBLE

Newest of

cars

You want 2 car of pace and action. You want 3 car with sweep and Nair,

You don't mind a little bR of envy . . . direcied your way in admirning cyes

You want one of thete fabulous Star Cheels . . . Pontiacs that seem to enjoy the
fun of kife as much as you do. But you may have Gficulty in the chooting,

Both the Pontiac Custom Cataling and Convertible have the long. low,
“look-over-1he-top” lines you love. Both have the road-hugging weight and
stability you demand lor even- keeled cornering and gentle nde. Both are
eminently capable of delivering the thrill of Strato-Streak performance. And both
bear the dustinctive stamp of Star Cheel —the tnim parade of stars in seeming
flight on fenders and doors. The queshon at hand 15 simply : How will you take
your sport-car styling? “Hard-topped™ or convertible? For amazingly enough, 1he

prices on these magnihicent Pontiac models are jus! a3 eaty fo take! 3
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—-in sweeping look and soaring spirit!

THE STAR CHIEF CUSTOM CATALINA

COLDN SOEIME Lsalra®  VOagLw

HWITEL ErsT e Tul ML LM LDwam

Mita el BDErd  wFEEeET o
LT fi thea ol s | 5Y POl
Fare afe Ten Mt Rew GO g
st el Air sCob ke  PRoadw
Ale® Pawly feCERWEE] hdadismipn
BP0 — B3 TR (rent of sach rear
ey - Do el RErmd by AT LT
Ao 5 e pEE e The amporte e

el Big. VRaF[dy Sl el tad W




New Room - New View - A whole new concept of motoring luxury!?
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Now step inside...for a look at

magnificence to match the finest cars!

“Magnificence” is not a word to be bandied about lightly. But, when it came to pulting the essence of these 1955 Pentiac Star Chief

interiors into a word, “magnificent’ othness of leather .

it had to be. For magnificent they are! Here is the supple s

genuine leather. Here is the light-catching shimmer and elegant texture of nylon-faced fabric. Here is the wonder-working
magic of color—applied with a fine and imaginative eye. Here is the luxury you could go all the way up the price scale to

find in a car. But you don't have to. For the Pontiac idea includes the near-ultimate in luxury for the near-minimum in price.
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THE 1955 PONTIAC CHIEFTAIN SERIES

THE CHIEFTAIN 870 FOUR-DOOR SEDAN
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Sweeps to exciting new heights in style and performance!



THE CHIEFTAIN &N
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of tomorrow - captured in every thrilling line and action!
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THE CHIEFTAIN &) FOUR-DOOR SEDAN
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Splendor and power never before

known to the low-priced field!

Hiore nlia | i i Ihe gxshing | i ksl
pied w |-mew [o0KS, IUXETY and pow [ | &
challeng {3 I how very lew of you Kes 1o
i A | ity I | and ook wha ¥ I
I it extra wh adying | Fane-car '
3N - IE NEED 3 wif N SSY IF§
I I ' i i) | Ie
-
-
C ' ) 1y-1 ' ety ¥ {
¥ | .'I"j!'l I N hl |
with interest —next ime you trade. 1t's almast sure to be for another Ponl
! | JULY g | PR il £ |
L}




"An exciting new look -and loutlook -

for the most versatile Pontiacs of all!
Your eyes e ledling you now . station wagons were - wapons witra-smart in the suborbs or townm. Bal o and
never Like this! Wilh the same low-swept lines a3 m all behodd, the doubie- duty usetulness of these always-willing

the new Ponliacs with an open iawitahon to the workers moved nght ahead with the beauty treatment If

vew extended in wide glasy areas all zround the car . . . you've alway: wanted 3 “wagon”, make thit the year

wi*h the streamlined stamp of ils steed takiag o sleeh new And mase it a beg beautitul Ponliac! Styling excifement
Pordiec‘'s beg, roomy, Creefes 870 Fowr-Door $isbon Wegon waty iz et
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ITHE CHIEFTAIN S50 FOUR-DOOR STATION WAGON
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THE CHIEFTAIN 870 FOUR-DOOR STATION WAGON
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Pontiac station wagon beauty and utility at lowest cost!

You're lookung at the newest of the new—3 bright and brand-new

addition to Pontiac’s popular family of stabion wagons! And, at a new
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lower price, it's ready and abie to make close “friends of the famly” out
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\ of many more Americans— slabion-wageon fans who have always had eyes

for Pontiac's exlia glamour and size. The big point of departure hefe. a3

you have probably noted, is i the doors. This is Pontiac's firs! two-doot

.__) stabion wapon —buill to ofer Ponbiac's special brand of station-wagon beauly
and utddy al ols very lowet! cosl. Choose 3 Chieftain 850 Two- Door

Station Wagon—and you own a willing worker thal can lighlen a dozen daily
“h‘--'-r—|—'—'— = =

— tasks, yel “double in brass™ a3 a comloriable, companicnable family sedan

il - | —— . 5 b, . B R £
| cbwviosly could prove to be the smartest-looking car on your slree!, a2 w

THE CHIEFTAIN 250 TWO-DOOR STATION WAGON
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COMPLETELY MACHINED COMBUSTION CHAMBERS

Here's where Strato-Streak pawer gets its start .. . in
wedge shaped combustion chambars where gasoline
wapori
with precise smoothness to drive the p

ad off by the spark plugs and “explodes™

power stroke. Strato-Streak combustion chambers
include a large “quench’ arca and are complotely
machined to insure accurate volume control and uni-
form explosion pressures, At the wheel, that means

smaathnass, freedom from knock, durability.

The all-new

HYDRAULIC VALVE LIFTERS
Where mechanical connec
tions were used before, the
Strato-Streak V-8 uses a col-
umn of oil ta compensate for
dimensional changes caused
by heatexpansion of valve
train parts, The quantity of ol

needed is adjusted—automat

ically—to keep lifters in con
stant contact with push rods
re). The result?
iming, sitent oper-
ation, fong valve life, no tappet
adjustment ever needed!

W /e

BALL-PIVOT ROCKER ARMS

An important part of the “bu;

0ss end” of Pontisc’s allnow

pawer is the new Ball:Pivot Valve Train. Above, what looks Iike

a mushroom s 8 cutaway view of the Ball-Pivot Rocker Arm that
does the uitimate job of moving the valves. Pontise’s rocker arms
are made of cyanide-harc stamped steel and sutomatically

compensate for any wear which mig

it occur. Tapered valve

juides—a “Pontisc First"—are continued ta minimize sticking.

ON THE ROAD AND IN THE LABORATORY —PRE-
PROVED IN OVER THREE MILLION TEST MILES!

After its “first million”, Pontiac engineers knew they had
something terrific in the Strato-Streak—the kind of per-
former the Pontiac V-8 had to be!

A thriller, of course . . . compression-ratioed at 8 to 1 and
quick to catch the pace you set by the merest nudge on the
accelerator, to move from zero to any legal speed over
209 faster than any previous Pontiac. A high-powered
bundle of super-rhythmic energy in town . . . yet hushed
and lithe and an easy-going pace-setter on the open road.

After its “second million" —on test tracks and dynamom-
eters that can eat up a mile a minute or more, twenty-
four hours a day—Pontiac engineers knew that the Strato-
Streak would top its predecessors with an average of over
83z more miles per gallon! And knew it would prove as
DEPENDABLE as the Pontiac V-8 had to be, too!

For exciting performance without down-to-earth depend-
ability . . . well, that just wouldn’t be a Pontiac!

The “third million” miles? They happened because that's
the way Pontiac engineers happen to be, the kind of “I'm-
from-Missouri”” sort of men-from-Michigan who wanted to
be shown—and shown again—before they'd let us show
YOU what the Strato-Streak V-8 can do!

Today, about three minutes al the wheel of a Strato-

treak-powered Pontiac should be adequate to prove fo
yourself that this V-8 is an all-new performance sensation.
And we'd be happy to make the demonstration longer, if
you like . . . just for the fun of it!

NEW 12-VOLT ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Pontisc adopts a 12.voll electrical system for

55

do: (1) more

0 ignition porformance al all spoeds and

orvicing. (2) more

Wt gener

e

and grester output lo meet all

engine and accessory needs. (3) more
ing. particularly valuable te you in cold weather.

REVERSE-FLOW GUSHER-VALVE COOLING
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New Steering! New Stopping! New Springing!

A solid new foundation

for Pontiac dependability

Right here is where a feeling begins—a certain fine feeling
of supreme comfort and confidence Pontiac owners have
always enjoyed. Now, for 1955, Pontiac surpasses itself in

the deep-down dependability that is the basis-in-fact for

that happy way you feel at the wheel. It starts with the
chassis—the rugged, road-silkening understructure you
see here . .. resting solidly on long wheelbases of 122" for
Chieftain models, 124" for Star Chief. Note, if you will, that
big “X" of Pontiac's heavier-than-ever frame—an imper-
turbable brace that's proved to provide more body-quieting
rigidity per-pound-of-steel than any other frame design. ( And
the builders of America’s most expensive cars agree with us!)
The story of Pontiac's better-than-ever dependability con-
tinues—but far from concludes—at the right. The full story
would lake pages and pages . . . though it takes only one

ride to appreciate the carefree luxury of owning a Pontiac.

BIGGER NEW BRAKES!

To match the all-new going pawer of the
Strato Streak V-8, Pontiac has smooth
new stopping power, too. Front brake
drum diameter is upped from 11% to 127
brake lining surface is nine por cent
greater. And new brake whoel.cylindar
sizes insure justright distribution of
front-to-rear brake pressure—bringing
you gently to a safe, smaoth, sura stop.

NEW RECIRCULATING BALL STEERING GEAR

Its o principle of physics: Reduce friction and you
raduce work. And that's just what Pontiac engineers
have accomplished by letting much of the “work load"™
of steering ride an the littie friction-reducing, steel
balls you ses here. With everything else that's new
and improved, Pontiac's new steering gear helps you
taka comners and curves with ail-new sase. It also helps
cushion road shocks . . . Is really smoath ta handie!

£ e N
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NEW TUBELESS TIRES—ALL MODELS

“Flats” are less probable with thess new
tiros. And. even if a flat occurs, your Pontiac
Deater or sarvice station can quickly, easily
and inexpensively repair the puncture—with
the tire still on the wheel! Tubeless tires ride
better, oo, because they ride “cooler” —and
therefore air pressure remains mare nearly
constant. Tubeless tires wear longer, 100,

NEW VERTICAL KING PINS

Pontiac engineers wanted to please you
with the very smoothest possible ride and
the sasiest possible stearing in this allnow
1955 Pontiac. That's one reason why vertical
king-pin front suspension was adopted. The
benefits? An all-new ease at the wheel—when
you're parking. steering around corners and
curves; a much smaother ride over railroad
tracks, rough roads. ruts and bumps. Added
to everything else that's new, Pontisc's
now Vertical King-Pin Frant Suspension
results in a ride and steering ease that's
nothing less than luxurious! Try it and sea.

NEW HOOD-HIGH COWL VENTILATION

Breathe daeply! The air's cleaner up here where Pontiac
now takes it in, Trim rows of cowl vents Sco0p up as much
air as you like—from no draft atall up to great refreshing
volumes—and rush it to the passenger compartmant.
You control the amount of air delivered to each side of
the car soparately by adjusting instrument-panel knobs.

NEW PARALLEL REAR SPRINGS

You've experienced it yoursell; the
wider your stance, the firmer your
footing. Pontiac has used the same
ide in designing its new roar sus
pension. Rear springs—running
parallal to the center line of the
car—are 3.25 inches farther apart,
providing a wider base that heips
to stabilize the body and frame on
turns and curves. They reduce
body “tit" 5o substantially that
you'll notice your secure now feel

Ing immediately. Because the
springs are mounted parallel, they
travel in a more natural path . . re-
spand with a fine new smoothness.



y moving
side windows—at a touch—with
Pontiac's Electric Window Litts. The
driver commands all windows from
this

window has its own indi

master swilch,

100, Oper. th ignition on ar o

IMPROVED DUAL-RANGE HYDRA-MATIC DRIVE

Wait until yau drive a
Dual-Range Hydra-Maf

You'l

refres

takes your F

find that you ¢

with Pantia

with new, improved
silken smoothness of the

Every wondrous new way to make driving a comfort and delight!

IMPROVED POWER BRAKES

You stop your F

relaxed

with

You just say the word! Every proved and wanled new way to increase the convenience, comfort and pleasure of driving is yours

to enjay in a 1955 Pontiac. We make all of these options and accessories—and many, many more—available at extra cost

50 that you can “custom-tailor” your Pontiac o your exact driving needs at the price you wanl to pay.

IMPROVED AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM

You'ra in charge of tha weather with the Pontiac-enginesred Alr Conditioning System,
And It's & wonderful feoling to take your cool comfort—as you like it—by simply setting
an instrumant.panel control. Now, for 1955, you can 2
ide aif only OR set the contral for recirculation of air to coal your car

00l your Pontiac with refresh
dehumidifi

extra Quickly. Alr enters the passenger compartment through three outlets on the
instrument panei—all are adjustable so you can direct the flow of air where you want it
Everyounceof a

road and tratfic

is filtered —and windows are kept closed, of course—so dust and polien,

oite are all reduced o a min ums! And o powarful, two.

speed blawer may be used to pull in relreshing you stop ot are driving slowly,
focated “up front'’, 50 luggage

space is left free. Ask for a complete demonstration. Know all the marvelous comfort

Every part of Pontiac's com

of driving a car that's air conditioned Pontiac’s way and you'll want to enjoy it always!

PONTIAC'S COMFORT CONTROL SEAT

How's yout lamily for size? Does it include drivers both

shart a

can now have "
Pontiac's Comfort
raise or lower you, move you forward or back. The Com.
fort Control Seat tits, too—to offer you a total of three
hundred and sixty po:

" driving comfort with

ol Seat. It does more than simply

5. An easy, finger-tip adjust
doas tha mec cal work: you

and avary oth vjay the custom
comfort, batter vision, and safar driving that results. Try
this idea, too: Change seat position from time 1o time
an fang trips. Youll find it reduces fatigue amazingly!

ment of the contr

i laves

amily




SPECIFICATIONS

for the years most thrilling buy!

Strato-Streak V-8 Engine is a 90° V.block
gight-cylindar ¢ngina of the valvean-hoad de.
sign. With the standard compression ratic of
B0 to 1, maximum brake horsepower is 180 at
4600 rpm and maximum torgue is 264 bt
at 2400 rpm. Bore and stroke, 3.75 inchas by
3.2% inches, Displacement, 2872 cubic inches.
Completely counterbalanced crankshaft with
counterweights ideally distributed for uniform
bearing loads. Five gverlapping main bearings.
Oil seals both front and rear. Tin-plated alurmi-
num pistons W roduce scufling and wear,
Tapered valve guides for ideal, non-stick oper-
ation and valve seating. Chain-driven camshaft
supported by five bushings, Rubber engine
cushioning. Préssura-Suction Crankcasae Yenti-
lation to wentilate the entire engine with a
complete, ideal-Tlow, ventilating pattern, A low-
COmMpréssion enging 15 available for use with
standard fuel as optional equipment with
Synchromesh transmission,

Engine Lubrication: Full-Prassure Quad.Gal:
lery Lubricating System for adequate bearing
lubrication at all times, full lubrication to all
anging parts, Haeheal gear tbype ol pump. Qil
refill capacity (less filter), fiva quarts. Full-flow
oil filter, accessory,

Fuel Systermn: Dual-type multiple-venturi down-
draft carburetors. Fuel pump with vacuum
booster. Heavy-duly oil-bath air cleaner and
silencer, accessory. Balanced-intake mamnifold
with pre-heat chamber for extra quick warm-up,
efficient use of tuel, Avlomatic choke. Tweanby-
galion fuel tank, sxcept statiom wagons. 18-
gallgn fuel tank in station wagons.,

Cooling Eyu'ium Revarse-Flow Gusher-Yalve
Cooling. Waler distnibuting tubes in cylinder
heads. Centrifugal water pump. Tharmostatic

control of water circulation. Water
around all cylinders. Full-length water
jackets. Four-bladed fan of 19.anch
diameter, except incars equipped with
Air Conditioning. Coolant capacity: 24
gquarts without heatar; with undarseat
heater, 26 guarts.

Electrical System: 12-volt, 9-plate
battery with corrosion-réesistant re-
tainer. Twanty-five ampere ganéra-
tor. Current and voltage regulator.
Centrifugal, vacuumatic spark control.
Spark plug make and model: AC 44.5,
Fey-Quick Automatic Starting.

Chassis: Rugged Tru-X Frame with
four-way cantilever construction.
Wheslbase: Star Chief—124 inches;
Chieftain=122 inches. Independant
fromt coil springs. Yerlical King pins.
Front stabilizer bar. Hydraulic shock
absorbers, front and rear. Long, leaf-
type, parallel rear springs with cone-
trolled-friction inserts and rubber
bushings. Recirculating ball steering
gear. Over-all stearing ratio: 25 ta 1.
Hotchkiss Power-Cushion Drive, Hy-
poid rear axle, Multiple-sealed 12-inch
front brakes, l1l-inch rear brakes.
Independent Easy-Pull Hand Brake
aperates on rear wheels, Syrehra-
mesh transmission with easy-action
clutch, quiet halical gears. Built-in concentric
gearshift. Hydra-Matic Drive oplional at extra
cost. Extra-low-pressure tubeless tires stand.
ard, 7.10 by 15 for wide 5%-inch rims; 7.60 by
153 bires standard on STalion wagon s,

Body: All-stesl Body by Fisher, Key-operated
outside front door locks., Push-button inside
door locks. “Frae-whaealing'' door handles on all
rear doors when locked, Crank-gperated {ront

Ventipanes. Counterbalanced, self-locking
trunk lid. Counterbalanced heood. Automatic
interior dome lighting, actuated by front doors
on Chisftain models and by all doors on Star
Chief models. Ash trays and arm rests both
frant and rear (except no réar arm rests in
station wagons). Spring-held togls in trunk to
prevent rattling, except station wagaons.

Pimensions: Over-all length: Star Chief—210.2
inches: Chieftain—203.2 inches, except station
wagons: 202.9 inches. Width: 754 inches,
Height, with passengers: Four-Door and Twoe
Door Sedans, 80.5 inches: Convertible Coupe,
B9 inches: Catalina, 59.1 inches; Station
Wagons, 61 inches.

Pantkac Motor Divisian of General Motors Corgoration reserves tha right to make changes ot any time, withou? notice, in eslors, materinls, equipment, specificalions, pricos and
mgd gl —and algo (o discontinue models, The right is algo fesesvad (9 change any sgecilications, parlts or equipment at any fime witnout incwrring any obligation to equip Same

an cars buil! prior to date of such change, White sidewall tires and rear fender pansls shown on caf dlusifations are not slandard equipmant and are avadable st extra cosl.
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