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Eighteen years of Corvette has taughtusalot

You've changed. We've changed. the feel of the road.” A car whose form follows its function.
Gradually. Over the vears. We've changed Corvette when and where we could to satisfy You buy a pacesetter. A representation of what could come in automotive design.
the high expectations of our owners. (In fact, you'll see in this catalog the changes we've madeis From the very beginning, Corvette pioneered. It hasn't stopped. When Chevrolet introduces
Corvette over the past 18 vears.) something new—from disc brakes to bucket seats—it usually debuts on Corvette.
However, one thing has never changed: when you buy a Corvette, you buy a lot more You buy an environment. It's an automobile, sure, but you'll find yourself
than a car. knowing more about it than anything you've ever driven. It's got gauges galore for
You buy an image. the ultimate in feedback.
A car that looks all hood and wheels. A car that's eager for the open road. A car with no Buy any other sports car and all you get is today’s car. Buy a Corvette and you get

compromises like jump seats for the kiddies. A car that savs, ‘I believe in engines and gearsand  a piece of tomorrow.

1971 Chevrolet Corvette Mingray Comvertible  Vany of the items pictured on these cars are available Options and Cuslom Features,
For a complete hisling, see your dealer,

2 Copyright 1970— Cherrolet Molor Division, General Molors Corporalion




1953-55 Where it all began. Corvette’s original chassis, an X-braced box girder frame, was
purely conventional. But Corvette's body wasn’'t, Molded of fiberglass-reinforced plastic and
sporting an engine with triple side-draft carburetors under the hood, it showed that Corvette,
its very first year, was going to set the pace on innovation. In the gallery of vintage Corvettes
Lo follow, vou'll see the influence of Corvette on other high-performance cars, especially
Corvette's relatives in Chevy’s Sports Department.




¥ s —-
N
i = = 3 -
- . ] " -
3 e
] T |
o i b i,
E: 1 |
ity }
i
¥ Tl 1]
g L Bt " sl -
:' e T T | _—.I‘
-l X ~
= :: - - ;

1971 Corvette: Below decks.

If you respect exquisite
machinery, you'll find the
1671 Corvette as beautiful
underneath as it is on Lop.
Put one on a hoist and the
first thing you see is the
frame—two sieel side rails
running the full length of
the body, These are braced
with five cross-members
into a rigd structure,
Corvette's body = then
mounted solidly to the
frame for increased
torstonal rigidity.

Corvette's unusaally low
center of gravity is due
partly to the fact that the
frame rails run outside of
the seating area, And the
front /rear weight

distribution (48,/52% with
350-CID engines) results in
benefits in traction, braking
and reduced stoering effort.

Corvette's front
SUSpension uses upper and
lower A-shaped arms, with
anti-dive geometry built
into the upper control arms.
Varinble-rate coil springs
up [ront cushion small
bumps, yet maintain firm
control on rough roads. A
hefty front stabilizer bar
reduces roll.

Out back 13 where you
find one of Corvetle’s real
handling secrets—a fully
independent rear SUSPENSION
with Positraction
differential. The
BUSDENSION & Key Tealure is
A Lransycrsc=mol [ItL"‘:I
variable-rate leal spring
which soaks up loads from
the two axle shalts, which

are joinéd to the diff erential
and wheels by universal
jomis, This design allows
each rear wheel o react
independently to changes
in road surface without
affecting the other wheel.
The standard steering
ratio results n 3.4 turns
lock to lock, or you can
order Corvetie’s power
steering for even quicker
response. A lot of sports
cars may look good on top.
None look as refined as
Corvette underneath. And
it’s what's underneath
that counts when 1t comes
to performance.



1956-57 During this period, Corvette began to build its now legendary reputation for
performance. The Blue Flame Six was dropped in '55 in favor of a 265-cu.-in. V8, hoosted to
283 cubic inches by '57. Factory engine modifications during '56 included a dual-quad manifold
while '57 saw [uel injection. Two other innovations in '57 were Positraction, offering hetter

grip in the slip, and a fully synchronized 4-speed. Today, these two features are standard on
Corvette. And you can order them on almost any car in Chevrolet’s Sports Department.

4]
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Chevrolet Corvette Stingray Comvertible with removable hardtop.
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1958-62 Corvette’s stylists really began to show their stulf duri ng this period. The '58 "Vette

was the first designed with dual headlights. In the cockpit, the horizontal gauge arrangement
was replaced by a control panel which put all of the running instruments directly in front of the
driver. And a center console was built in between driver and passenger. This leature, along
with Corvette's original bucket seats and floor shift, started a trend that has made these items

regulars on performance cars.
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Chevridier Corvette Custom Interior aswl Tili-Teles |.:||.i|. steering colammn.



1963-67 ‘I'hc hirst Stingray came in "63. The fresh new look of its fsthack coupe started the
fasthack trend. Also new were disappearing headlights, Underneath, there wias news, Loo—
with the improved handling characteristios of an independent rear suspension, By 6o, 4-wheel
dises were standard and a prized option became the famed = porcupine head™ Turbo-Jet
J96-cu.-in. VB, This is basically the same engine you can now order in the Camaro SS - another
entry [rom Chevy's Sports Department.,

1)



Windshield wipers.

Headlights. Doorhandles.Coupe roof

pﬂnels.EtEryﬂIingtu{ksmm}'hutthElandhtggeu

We call the 1971 Corvette
“Body Beautiful." But
it's also an application of
pure design—the most
extengively acrodynamically
tested mode!l wa've ever
offered.

Every facet of its design,
from the front and rear
spoilers to the flush-fitting

por handles, has been
wind-tunnel tested and
refined.

For those who have
trouble deciding between a
:nugt and a convertible,
we nave some alternatives,
Every convertible comes
with a soft top. You can
order a removable hardtop,
too. In the coupe model,
the roof panels lift off to let
the sunshine in. So, any

way you work it—you've
atill pot a convertible fecl
for 1971. And no matter
which way you go, tinted
glass is standard.

Convertible tops can be
ordered in white or black,
while a black vinyl roof
cover is available for the
convertible's removahble
hardtop.

And while we're speaking
about colors, have you
seen our new firemist hues
for 19717 Deep, lustrous
finishes applied in a way to

Chevrolet Corvette Stingray Coupe with roof sections remaoved.

make the paint look
exceedingly rich. With tiny
flecks of metallic color that
highlight innate Corvette
beauty. You can choose
firemist colors in Ontario
Orange, Steel Cities Gray
or War Bonnet Yellow.
The big things we
haven't changed. Like
Corvette's styling. We've
continued those husky-
looking larger parking
lights. The precision-cast
grille, Ditto the chromed
louvers and stainiess steel
body sill moldings, the
rectangular exhaust bezeis
and high visibility taillights,

The body shape stays
the same, We like it that
way, and you'll like the
fender flares that keep
stones (rom pecking away
at the paint. Standard tires
are F70 x 15 wide ovals
mounted on 8"-wide
wheels. You get the best
traction, handling and tire
mileage characteristics
ever offered for Corvette.
If you like, opt for either
white lettering or white
siripes.

e T



The whole is the sum ofits parts.And more.

Corvette owners are highly individualistic—they have their own preferences in the areas of
performance and convenience. With this demanding audience, we've been kept busy coming up
with options and standard features that’ll help make yvour Corvette your own personal
expression of everything a sports car should be.

For performance: A wide
choice of engine,
transmission and rear
axle rat:o combinations
are available to meet
almost any performance
need. See chart below.
And vour Chevy dealer.
For comfort: = Four-
Season air conditioning

« Tilt-Telescopic steering
wheel » AM/T'M
pushbutton radio

» AM/FM /Steren radio
For comenience: s Power
brakes « Power steering

« Power windows « Rear-
window deflroster

For appearance: » Custom
wheel covers « Viny] roaf
cover for auxiliary top

» Deck-lid luggage carrier
s Clear viny] floor mats

« Removable hardtop for
convertible

For security: » Audio
alarm gystém e Gas cap
lock « Child safety seat

s Fire extinguisher
Standard safety and
security features:
Occupant prolection: Seatl
belts and shoulder belts
(excepl convertible) with
pushbutton buckles and
retractors —driver and
pasaenger « Built-in head
restraints « Energy-
absorbing steering column
« Pazsenger-puard door

locks « Safety door latches
and hinges » Folding seat
back latches « Energy-
absorbing padded
instrument panel « Thick-
laminate windshield

» Padded sun visors

= Safety armrests

= Safety steering wheel
Accident

Frmnnhtm: Side marker
ights and reflectors ({ront
side marker lights flash
with direction signal)
 Four-way hazard
warning flasher » Backup
lights « Lane-change
feature in direction signal
control » Windshield
delroster, washers and
dual-speed wipers « Wide-
view mnside dayv-night

mirror (vinyl-edped,
shatter-resistant glass and
deflecting support)

« Outside rearview mirror
« Dual master cylinder
brake system with
warning light

Anti-theft: Anui-

theft ignition key warning
buzzer « Anti-theft
steering column lock

Magric-Mirror color

choices: Mulsanne Blue,
Bridgehampton Blue,
Brands Hatch Green,
Steel Cities Grav®,
Ontario Orange*, War
Bonnet Yellow®, Mille
Aaplia Red, MNevada
Silver, Classic White,
Suntlower Yellow

"ricw frmsisd golors

971 engine fuel
FCCUIFCINCTLS:

For 1971, all Corvette
engines have been
designed to operate
efficiently on the new
no-lepd or low-lead
gaszolines, [n addition 1o
the lower exhaust
emissions attamnable witl
this engine/{uel
combination, there are
benets in longer life for
vour spark plugs, exhan
system and other engine
components. [f these
no-lead. low-lead gasolin
are not available, any
leaded regular grade
gasoline with a research
aclane number of 91 or
higher may be used.

Engine

Base engine

270-hp (210-hpt)
350-Cu.-In.
Turbo-Fire 350 V8

Available engines

330-hp (275-hpt)
320-Cu.-In. (RPOLTI)
Turbo-Fire 330 V8

365-hp (285-hpt)
454-Cu.-In.{RPO LS5)
Turbo-Jet 454 V8

425-hp (325-hpt)
454-Cu.-In.(RPO LSG)
Turbo-Jet 454 VB

Ratio Without Air Conditioning Ratio With Air Conditioning
Transmission Sed. Optional S1d. Optional
Econ. Perf. Econ. Perd.
Turbo Hydra-matic 3.08 - 3.36 3.08 3.36
d4-Speed (2.52:1 low) 3.36 3.08 3.36 3.08
4-Speed (2.20:1 low) 3.70 3,556 4.11
Air Conditioning Not Available
4-Speed (2.52:1 low) 3.55 3.36 3.70
Turbo Hydra-matic 3.08 - 3.36 3.08 — —
4-Speed (2.20:1 low) 3.36 3.08 3.55* Air Conditioning Not Available
4-Speed (2.52:1 low) .08 3.36 3.08 —
Turbo Hydra-matic 3.08 - 3.36
d-opeed: (&alil-low) 230 #08 4,59 Air Conditioning Not Available
Special 4-Speed
(2.20:1 low) 3.36 3.08 3.55%*

i1=AE net (as installed) horsepower rating.

*special 3.70 ratio also available.

Putting you first, keeps us first.

**Special 3.70 or 4.11 ratio also available.

| T, § e

All tilnstrations and specificaltons contained in this flerature are based on the latest product information available at the fime of publicalion
approral, The right is resereed lo make chawnges ol any fme withow! notice in prices, colors, materials, equipment, specificalions and
models, and lo discontiniee models, Cheerolet Moter Division, General Motors Corporalion. Detroit, Michigan 48202, Lithe in U.5.A.

January, 1971
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