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Unmistakably new...

unmistakably

underbird

Here is the finest expression of the Thunderbird spirit, unquestionably
Thunderbird in its classic lines and sparkling performance—not a
hair wider nor a tenth of an inch longer— yet the 1961 Thunderbird
is so uniquely new that it stands alone in the fine car field!

In six brilliant years the Thunderbird has established itself as the
trend car of our time. With its quicksilver elegance and flashing
sports car grace, it is the direction pointer, the styling original that
more and more luxury cars have sought to follow.

Now, for 1961, Thunderbird pre.
sents a bold, new adventure in
the Thunderbird spirit. Tts dra-
matically beautiful design, its
engineering excellence, will fur-
nish inspiration to car designers
through the years to come.

Yet it preserves all of the features that mean Thunderbird: the 4-

passenger luxury, the agile sports car handling and dazzling perform-
ance, the celebrated Thunderbird console, the distinctive styling.
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This is a beautifully new automotive invention. You will discover
in it features that you have never seen before, like the optional
Swing-Away steering wheel. There are new reserves of effortless
Thunderbird power. Under its familiar trim dimensions, the new
Thunderbird has an even wider tread and new suspension—with
the result that this car handles and rides like an agile cloud.

You will find innovations, improvements, refinements everywhere.
Seats are bigger and more comfortable, with twelve pounds more
foam rubber padding front and rear. The luggage compartment open-
ing is wider and lower. The body has received a special three-phase

rust prevention treatment— finest in the industry.

Advanced engineering of this quality has made Thunderbird virtually
timeless. Combined with the Thunderbird’s unique beauty, it explains

why th

car has the finest resale record of any luxury car. It is also
the reason your Ford Dealer is extending his warranty to 12,000
miles or one full year, whichever comes first.

See your Ford Dealer and let him show you a copy of his warranty.
And then treat yoursell to a test flight in the unmistakably new,
unmistakably wonderful '61 Thunderbird!
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Above you see the command panel of one of the world’s
most distinguished road cars. From its dramatically beautiful
exterior to the jewel-like precigion of the smallest engineering
detail, the 1961 Thunderbird was bmlt to take its place

proudly in the select company of truly hne cams.

‘s a result, many of the features which you would normally
expect to be extra-cost oplions are standard in this unigue,
new luxury car. First, of course, is the new high-performance
Thunderbird 390 ?;lni'c'i.:'} V-8 with 4-barrel carburetion—

finest engine in Thunderbird history. Also standard and

ideally mated to the engine is improved Cruise-0-Matic
Drive, which introduces you to the refinement of new vacuum:
controlled automatic shifting. You move bnskly from a
solid-feeling start, right up to superhighway cruising ‘-!If.'t"i!i-

with the smoothness of silk -]':4]1:1;5 over silk.

Standard also are new, (5% easier-action Power Sleenng
and new Power Brakes that automatically adjust them.
aelves .. a vast array of Lights, inclu |1:1-r; h.u']-‘.r.‘.]n courtesy-
map and parking brake warning lights . . . Lifeguard
instrument panel padding and cushioned sun visors . . .
35% greater windshield WIper area with 16-inch blades

ey | !L-u!-upr'l..[1'||.-.LI'.I!-“:.'L‘;'.:-:r| |':'.:LHI',: broke . . .

three-phase rust |-.'|r11'-.'[i.1:||':| o -fluuh.’r-ur;l.{l[u'l] aluminized

Jr'|'|::||_-:':“*;~ ‘,|:.1|: r‘;u[.‘l!_.di'. '|'|-|“ E,,|:-; :h.'l.‘-" ':'i::ll-.« 'L'HJI:_:i!t' 'I.HJJ'.]'I
ordinary mufflers . . . bricht-metal, full wheel covers . . .

;'.!:l! ITLLTN Y I'|'_;'|F'r :_'H.lll-.|!|"'i II jl::r:-h'r]*ir-'i }lli‘l.'l'.l':.l'-".
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you're.in Thunderbird country before vou've srnepf down the driveway. Touch the
Caceelerator, and feel the high-performance Thunderbird 390 Special V-8 surge at
yﬂur bidding, Gently, surely. you are carried forward in « symphony of power ="
f.-"m.' makes each journeyia fresh, enchanting adventure. Here you have all of the ' | :
unique style and enginecring advances of the 1961 Thunderbird with the spemaf‘; .
excitement of a convertible . . . the funest way of getting there unider the sun!
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The optional new Swing-Away Wheel is an almost unbelievable innovation in en-
gincering ingenuity and thoughtfulness. It is a natural motion for you to put your hand
on the steering wheel as you start to get into the driver's seal. So, in the 1961

Thunderbird, the steering wheel and colamn are so designed that they actually swing

de, & good ten inches to the right, at a touch of your hand. You take the driver's

seal

effortlessly as you would ship inte your favorite

Away Wheel i locked

sy chair. Incidentally, you

[ frive only when the Swing scurely in normal

driving position

Thunderbird tradition of advances which continue 1o assure the

This is in the

Thunderbird’s position as the pac necring and crafis:

Qual

warranty on the 1961 Thunderbird to one full year or 12,000 miles,

er in fing car engi

iship.

eraftsmanship which makes it possible for your Ford Dealer to extend the

mﬁ "AIUP e I G (LS a carso unmistakably new...even the

N steering wheel moves overto welcome you in

Note that the SwingAway Wheel has been cased nearly The wheel may be moved hack 1o its normal driving o Away Wheel safely lacked in position, st
a foat to the right, leaving generous new eatrance room position with the Cruise-0-Matic selectar lever in e0-Matic solector lever in "DRIVE
for the driver to slip casily in and out of the soat {Park). There are no other knobs or levers 1o ope

A TRIUMPH OF THOUGHT!

bigger doors

L ENGINEERING

How wide is the average door of your home? About  rear seat
36 inches? 1961 Thunde doars are a full 51 bundl nom nptlm)g\ are h:ph\. ten. Thunder-
inches wide . . . wider d fore, allowing  bird's new % always let you

i eble e st syl R Lt Sl bl i by

ers, even when carrying babies

Sorward-stanting pillars

ons where the windshield comers slant
bsrL on same cars have been eliminated in th

your hands, More.
dshiekd design pro.

knees or knoek packages fron
this new Thunderbird

“Thonderbird. Instead, the win vides a5 much + vertical visibility—a
gracefully forward. Access to 1 elos wer the hood ... a b
more graceful, with no projections 1o nudge your  view of traffic signals overhead.

qo quzetly

this insulatin our Thunderhird is cleaner, too,

rubiber seal around upper-half

Beauty is more than skin-d
erl

Tuzury for your comfort. Aluminum foil,
thick glass fbre, mastic felt and sperial compounds
are used. Comfort was never quieter, Because of
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Great care has been taken to introduce Major advancements—as vou have seen—withoul :Lhr*riu;,: :'I"II.""?'L_'? I_rr,'lit:.: : ATl

5 i 5 Pt ' B i . ni., you g y adprecbed dasl-lens o
the character or spirit for which the 'hunderbird 1= famous. Thunderbird people are accustomed e e it
Mashaing |r|_; l-'t.-. g brake safvey Hphi

to power and performance, and to the refinements that make theirs the world’s most wanted car.

of | T that will | ghlem your §

But reputation is not won by performance and handling alone. Thunderbird engineers and stylists

strive for 1-1'I'l'='1'lii:m in every detail . . . in every h'|||l]rlr and dramatic touch that has retained for it

the respect of the ||i.--|_-rimi|];Llir|;: aroup ol |-r'n!-f:~ who own a Thunderbird,
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I ash tray. y P e el piwing clearer sivbibivy with reide the car within ihe same ewiermal

T e
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1 hunderbird is
Auxury

Throuzh the Thunderbird’s wider-than-ever doors vou enter an apartment of inhimite luxury

and careiyl 4[1--1:.!_'::. You -Eilr --._|=-':'r:. inlo indvidisal sieats, iu-ii-..iﬂu.-.”:-. caontoured. Each i3 wider
anid -||_':.'Fn:=r, more comfortable than ever, with twelve more pounds of foam rubber added to
the formed padding of cushions and backs of all seats. Colors blend harmoniously through.
out. You have a choice of 16 beautiful upholstery -'-.1!:1|r1!|'|..'ll|-.|r|:-=. They come n sax colors:
blue, green, turquoise, black, red or beige. Upholstery can be all vinyl, or nylon Bedford
cord inserts with vinyl bolsters (at right). Or, if you prefer, inserts and bolsters are available

i genuine leather (above), which this year is offered in a choleo of five shades.

The luggage o senparment in the 10051
Hardrep is longer, wnder, with more
usable space than ever, The opening is
three inches wider st the bottom (mow
65 ipchel, and the 2l B lwer, far
casicy handling of heavy bags, Mew
EiT 5 B0 IJF|LI|+- help Bft the deck hid,
aid lhr::r reccased design frees more
hioge -.;:J,-.'r far vour | LT, .‘-Il'.a.r- Lhpe
slows op forward, gwi

| | | |
U.'i-l = L

The right front seat-back folds all 'the
WAy SDEET JF |||..|'| Jr_| |_'| SET ef
deor, 1t's easber than ever to ot in and
oul, Inside thefe's rootm to relax with
- ]r..' atid [l FooEm . . . EOe Fonam
deri, elbows amd !nlg-'-. ALl this
wilhoul |pcreasing the overall sae ol
the car, or losing the traditional touch
of well-proportionsd de The o0m-
|'|| L %o o 1 L Lg L --il.l.I:p.'_ at &
rod anterior 18 conhrmed when
1m0 tl‘ HEr : axarious, individu.

toufed seats
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TO MAKE YOUR
THUNDERBIRD
UNIQUELY YOURS

NUNACTDITL options and accessories

RELECTAINE
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1 vich varicty of ixterior colars . . . choose from & splendid
variety of eolors for your 1961 Thunderbird exterior: 19
distinctive Single Colors and 30 Two Tone Hardtop combina-
4 shade and a style for every taste. Based an

and corrosion treatments available.
} Lustre Finish- mun

one
cach eolor
and it

Top-ih, faven brach
oy ~0. Siseor Geay

W, Garder Turaurlse.

L ¥nidaiana Tan

Ten—2. Flalaiss
Doy T, Hooey Brige

Tow T, Haney g Tan
oy

. Flalctionm Tan T. Moy Brige

Tep <M. Carintyian White
Body—R. Cainbridgs Blue

0. 3R Bl

Tép =i, Chesaeass Bivs
oy, Diamend Blvs

Ten — A Cambrioge e
o=, Diamend Blus

Tes =M. Corlnthian W
Blodi_. Desart Gals

M, Corinthian White
£ Luuret Graen

colors

A RICH NEW LOOK OF LEATHER DISTINGUISHES
A WIDE ASSORTMENT OF UPHOLSTERY FABRICS

Sixteen Luxury Lounge interiors. 1961
Thunderbird interiors have a harmo-
nious blend of color throughout. And
each one, of course, is co-ordinated
with Thunderbird’s beautiful exterior
h. Make your choice from 16 beaut
ful upholstery combinations. They come
in six colors: blue, green, turquoise,
black, red or beige: six erinklegrain
all-vinyl, five nylon cord and vinyl (ex-
cept red). Seats are also available uphol-
stered in five shades of optional genuine
leather {except green}.

The Thy
matic top
grained viny! with bonded seams, in a
selection of black, white or blue, each
with black lining,

In the symbols on these pages, the
top portion shows the color of the
back and cushion bolsters—in erinkle-

derbird Convertible auto
made of soil-resistant, sat

SPECIFICATION:

KNARE SOuhp. Cibidechld 70 spsdis 4K Gt
300-cu ohe; 86 fo

nd
mpurted Al 2o
iipipos. Featurus Short Stioke aw-friction desian,
Obee Blodx earatru lon, bissalon ot bmohen lof
supefior performance and_ acor e
Zlearer with rusaDIe SlamEt Full-Flow oh
tivo-typo Anti Fume Grankcase vinbiation systemi
B s cug bt aeml e Sabm Wk bl
alve ndjustment and alternate

proat ignitian with cons
Bd distrbulor pints i

Action'sonrk plugs: T-plate. & amprr batter: ful

wrag-ubloes fear o

mass-balanced. under its own power for opl

smoothness.

CONSTRUCTION: Weided, integral body
for quisinuss and high strangth-waight ratio. Com.
and insulaled g
underbody

FRONT SUSPEWSION: An M~Pc E
Wth widebase cof spngs piisto

ut fower arms. Buill-in anti-dive
e ek i T e
Infernally mounted hydraulic doublo-acting shack
ABzorbers with repound cutoff,

REAR SUSPENSION: Asymmof wariablo ale
Sessan with et e locatod well -m.n from centor

of springs o long, gentle:

rato, loalypo 5or s o o base: rsber:
on |um|m permiiling -wheel fecession,

axi0 and rubbar-bushad tansion-

variablo- aractoristics

soft, stable, |ovalized ride which
is completaly cemfort.contrailod. Diaganally mounted
hydraulic douslo-acting shock absarboss for damping
ana ateral stobi
BRAKES: Soltadjusting power brakes standard,
Brokas udiust avtomatcaly, 33 needsd, whon apalion
ol car s st algd com
o rums with cesiing & esistance.
o it Eldb el intad

grain vinyl or genuine leather. The
lower portion shows the back- and cush-
ion-pleated inserts—in nylon Bedford
cord, crinkle-geain vinyl, or genuine
leather. The numbers correspond to co-
ordinated Convertible top colors:

31 Black vinyl.clad with black lining

11l White vin

clad with black lining

1 Medium blue vinyl-clad with black
lining

These numbers as well s the color

symbols under cach car correspond 1o

those identified in the upholstery chart.

In this way all exterior and interior

colors are harmoniously color-keyed.

election is the Con
vertible or Hardtop, you'll find just the
right blend of exterior finish and inte-
rior trim to make the new Thunderbird
your personal car.

s 233 cauars inches. Dashimqusled maslar cylinder
ang. vacuum Soosiar meghanism, Susserded,
pestion wida oedal for carvenence in vt foot
irom acc ake
ittt ol
on instrument panel standard,

TRANSMISSION: Cruisei0:Malic Difve standord, A
utomatic forq to #ngin
o ghiar weight wath Castahofminum £om
varler hausing, sof-contained fullflew oil diltration
and minimum SarviCing. Twa selectiva drive ranges:
“Diriva” {greer rling in low for al narmal
fitimpioetimends ke posiion (tdie ol iarting
in intermedia 3 calare
Pl Tl el el
raversa (10 1) low 240,

revarse 200; converter

provides sricather prei a nanaatly
Caardinateg-wtn enane. s ting felminatas linkaga
ot LA R b -DRIVE-L

drive pinion. Double:
catec Ball Iypo whoal ben

ings. Hotchiiss drive, Awe ratio: 5.00 o 1. Ogtional
Egun-Lock differantial, ratio to 1): sama es standard

STEERING: Intograltype power slosring standard,

This Ford: aewn |mwr.}l o oowor sysiom e ces

stering oot Bpareciatly. arovides imarored

protpbi b et sl Aoty o B ]
attor comenny. Flaxiala

nsulates s

il et boainas Ehstet

r-ail stearing alio is 203 10 1 for faster response,
ghorlor stegting whe iravel Car turming dlametor
4 fee!

TIRES: #:ply. saft-tread, black tubeless of Tyrex super
eord, 800 x 14, on 5% salaty rims. Whitewall tires
optigna

DIMENSIONS: 143° wh.; 61 front, 60° rsar treads

o o ool T8 et of W S5 Mo 58 3
(Convertiblé) design.1oad height. Curl weight, 4117 1b,
(Hartopt, 4289 1o, (Canvertivlel,

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: crulse.0Matic
pgmar brakes. Lileguard sadded instrument
mmnm-m e toibiigs
o o ety no.
nd usccdntor steqring whosl with Jareceing, Hen
aliy adjusiable individual ront seats, el
‘Goma Iight (Hurdizg). and couriasy:ma
light, glove box and asn tray haht, cigaretta liohtar,
cat hooks, Wrunk hioht, dual horns, turn signals,

backup lights, full wheel covars.
PRICES: Same items ilustrated or rofornsd to
sptignal or suaiable wre o cost. For the price

¢ TGGRDled wilh e eauiamant you desie,
Son vour Ford Deare
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