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Visitors are very welcome to Longbridge, where

they can see the complete manufacture of Britain’s
dependable cars. Arrangements can be made for
parties or individuals, and those wishing to take
advantage of the excellent facilities offered, should
apply to the Recéption Officer, Longbridge.
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In January, 1906, before the first Austin car pattered
happily through the quiet countryside around Longbridge,
there appeared in the preliminary announcement
catalogue, these words .. . ‘“The Austin car will represent
the embodiment of all the best features in modern
automobile construction . . . . Only the highest class
of material will be used and the supervision during
the course of construction will be such as to ensure the
very best results.’’

Thus, the seeds of dependability were sown at the very beginning of Austin production and they have
been tended and developed through the years. To-day, Austin cars hold a reputation for dependable service
that is unique in the motor industry, and they are achieving successes unequalled by any other British car in
the markets of the world.

We are impelled by these facts to pay
tribute to two generations of skilful and
conscientious Austin workers who made
these fine cars, to our colleagues in the
industry who have maintained the flow
of essential materials, and to our dis-
tributors and dealers everywhere who
have ably assisted us to serve the public
and maintain their faith in our products.

To that public we also send greeting,
since so many of them have preferred to
become Austin owners instead of merely
motorists !



FOUNDER AND FIRST CHAIRMAN OF THE AUSTIN MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED

Lord Austin was born in Little Missenden, Buckinghamshire,
in 1866, and at the early age of 18 he emigrated to Australia to
commence his apprenticeship in a Melbourne foundry. He later
joined the Wolseley Sheep Shearing Company and ultimately
became manager. In 1893 he returned to England to supervise the
manufacture of sheep shearing plant in a Birmingham factory. He
was early inspired by the possibilities of mechanical transport, so much
so that two years later, in 1895, he designed a three-wheeler, powered
by a horizontal two-cylinder engine.

A four-wheeled car of his design was exhibited at the Crystal
Palace Exhibition of 1896, and in 1900 his 3 h.p. two-seater carriage
secured a silver medal by successfully accomplishing the 1,000 miles
trial. Five years later he founded his own organisation in a small
derelict printing works at Longbridge, seven miles from Birmingham.
So commenced the Austin Motor Company.

Lord Austin was Chairman of the Company for thirty-six years
until his death in 1941. His designing genius, organising ability,
unfailing energy and faith made possible the outstanding success of
the fine, dependable cars that bear his name.

The motto below was displayed in Lord Austin’s office for
many years.




horseless carriages, designed in a style similar to the horse-
drawn vehicles of the day but propelled by an ‘‘infernal
machine’’ instead of the then more reliable horse. It was not until
some years had elapsed and the ‘‘newfangled contraptions’’ were
generally recognised as a reasonably safe and respectable means
of transport, that they gradually achieved their own individuality.

r l “YHE first motor cars produced in Britain in 1896 were in reality

~ The first Austin car was made at the Longbridge factory
early in 1906. It was a touring model with a 4-cylinder engine
rated at 25—30 h.p. and was in every way a fully-fledged car—a
tremendous advance over the horseless carriage style and the early
Austin designs of 1895 and 1900. This car, with those that
followed, gained considerable popularity and quickly established
a reputation for sound, honest design.

By the end of 1908, seventeen different models had been
introduced, ranging from 15 h.p. to 50 h.p., and of these the 40 h.p.
Endcliffe Phaeton with chain drive was one of the most successful.
The following year saw the introduction of the first Austin Seven.
This was a single-cylinder open two-seater, and represented an
early attempt to produce a really economical, low-powered car.

1908, one of the first Austin models, the 40 h.p. Endcliffe Phaeton.

1909, the first baby Austin, a single-cylinder 7 h.p. tourer,

3 1913 luxury exemplified by the 50 h.p., 6-cylinder Landaulet.



Dependable from the radiator to the
last nut and bolt—the Heavy Twelve
Tourer with a 4-cylinder engine.

One of the most famous cars in the
world—the Austin Seven. Here is the
first of a long line lasting 17 years.

Austin production increased year by year, and by 1910 the
annual output was 576 cars. Design also improved both in respect
of mechanical operation and passenger comfort. The 50 h.p.
6-cylinder Landaulet provided a good example of luxury motoring
in 1913.

Nine years after its inception, namely in 1914, the factory had
achieved an output of 1,500 cars a year, which showed substantial
progress. But the first world war came as an interruption to the
normal activities at Longbridge, and during the national emergency
large supplies of war material were manufactured.

Post-war car production was an uncertain process fraught
with many difficulties, but the Austin name was soon to the fore
with the first newly-designed British car—The Austin Twenty
Tourer. The after-effects of the war were, however, not to be
lightly discarded, and in the depression of 1920-1921 the Austin
organisation in common with many other firms had once again to
face the storm of industrial difficulties. But it was in this period
of stress that the real foundations of its present success were laid.

/ Q2D Another popular and successful Austin was the Ten-Four
) <~ saloon, shown below.




Lord Austin designed in quick succession the Austin Heavy
Twelve and the Austin Seven, the former appearing on the market
late in 1921 and the latter following in 1922. Both these models
were an immediate and unqualified success, and by their wonderful
endurance made Austin the standard of motoring dependability.
At first the Seven, on account of its diminutive proportions, was
the butt of much ridicule (witness the story of the motorist who
bought two—one for each foot!). But those who came to scoff
remained to praise when the amazing capabilities of the first practic-
able baby car began to be fully realised.

Between 1922 and 1926 the Austin Motor Company made
remarkably rapid progress, and the production of cars increased
during that period from 2,600 to 25,000 a year—a remarkable
achievement.

1932 heralded another newcomer to the Austin range, namely
the Ten-Four, a car whose engine, basically unchanged, continued
in production for fifteen years. Meanwhile, the Seven was growing
up and the Ruby 4-seater Saloon was a car infinitely more refined
than the original design of 1922. There was, however, no funda-
mental alteration to the engine or chassis of the Seven right up to
the time that this little car, beloved of many a motorist, gave way to
the Austin Eight in 1939.

The Austin Seven Ruby 4-seater saloon was the stylish
descendant of the original ‘“baby’’ of 1922.

A favourite among motorists everywhere—the “Cambridge’’
Ten. Two other models similarly styled were the ‘‘Ascot’’
Twelve and ‘‘Goodwood’’ Fourteen.

Successor to the Seven, the Eight achieved immediate
popularity on its introduction.






