





You knew wed

get there eventually;

Four-wheel drive. Durango
covers the need with a choice
of two proven four-wheel-drive
systems, part-time for use on
slippery surfaces, and full-
fime for “select it and forget
it” four-wheel traction.

When you think about all The New
Dodge has accomplished by breaking
the rules, being innovative and
thinking smart, you realize there
just had to be a Dodge compact
sport utility.

While any Dodge compact sport
utility was bound to have great
handling and be extremely people

Protective skid plate package. Sharp
objects can mean off-road trouble. The
protective skid plate package is available
Jor covering fitel tank and transfer case.

pleasing and cargo friendly, it also
had to be equally good beyond
the pavement.

And just as you knew we would,
we got there. For all Durango’s excel-
lent road manners, towing ability,
comforts, cup holders and storage,
it can be a grizzly in the wild.

Durango makes you rough-ready
with a choice of two proven four-
wheel-drive systems. The first is
a part-time system which enables
Durango to be driven normally
in conventional two-wheel drive.
On poor road surfaces or in off-

road use, the driver can shift the

floor-mounted transfer
case lever into
four-wheel drive.
The second
system is
Durango’s full-time
system, enabling
you to shift from
two-wheel to
four-wheel drive
— and then leave
your Durango in

A wider track is
an especially
good thing for
sport utilities
because it adds
stability. Durango
has the widest

f-q— 7
track in its class.

four-wheel drive indefinitely.
This system is suitable under all
conditions because it allows both
front and rear wheels to turn at
appropriate speeds in four-wheel
drive, eliminating undue tire wear
or strain on the drivetrain in tumns.
Both four-wheel-drive systems
combine with Durango’s powerful
Magnum® engines, widest-in-class
track, independent front and
innovative rear suspension, robust
power recirculating ball steering,
and tough frame, to give you a
genuine off-road machine.
Another Durango feature that
works well for you: The largest-in-
class 25-gallon fuel tank. So you
can have extended adventure in the
wild with fewer fuel stops in that
other jungle we call civilization.



Our engmeers cracked the
p on “Crack The Whip’
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Durango’s S-shaped rear leaf

#%  spring suspension helps minimize

the “crack the whip” effect

vehicles experience in turns
by allowing the rear
wheels to steer slightly.

The rear of any vehicle
in a turn is like the last

skater in a “crack the whip” line

— when the front of the line turns,
the last skater’s momentum wants
to send that person in a straight line
rather than through the turn.
Typically, sport utilities sit high
off the ground for clearance over
obstacles. This and their bulk tend
to make their behavior in turns
even more unwieldy than other
vehicles. Dodge engineers insisted
on giving Durango excellent
handling attributes, even
with its high (among
the highest-in-class)
7.9-inch ground
3 clearance, so they
, created a unique
g suspension
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combination that accomplishes this.

Our engineers gave Durango an
S-shaped single-leaf rear spring that
modifies this momentum shift and
allows the rear wheels to steer ever
so slightly to follow the front wheels
through a turn. The slightly turning
rear wheels reduce the tendency of
the rear to go in a straight line, thus
reducing body lean in the turns for
greater stability.

This S-shaped single stage design
also gives Durango a smoother ride
over other sport utility vehicles
that have multistage springs with
less “give.”

Dodge engineers combined
this innovation with Durango’s
tried-and-true stable independent
front suspension using torsion bars
and a sturdy cast (not stamped)
lower suspension arm, as well as
front and rear stabilizer bars.
Quick-ratio power recirculating
ball steering contributes to
Durango’s athletic maneuvering in
traffic and off-road.

Dimensions play a big role
in Durango’s performance and

Durango’s independent
Jfront suspension uses
torsion bars for improved
on- and off-road stability.
The suspension’s lower
control arm is a sturdy
casting, not a stamping
like the competition.

A tight 38.9-foot turning diameter means
Durango can get you through tight spots
in the woods or shopping centers.

stability. Wheelbase length
positively affects ride and stability
characteristics, and Durango’s class-
leading 115.9" wheelbase serves
you well. Durango also has the
widest track in its class. This also
means increased vehicle stability
in virtually all driving situations.

DODG =
Barber

DRIVING SCHOOL.

The Dodge/Skip Barber Driving
School has chosen Dodge as the
exclusive supplier of vehicles. Dodge

is also the official engine supplier for
all Skip Barber racing operations. For
information, call 1-800-221-1131, or
E-mail speed@skipbarber.com, or visit
the Web site at www.skipbarber.com




Beneath that tough
exterior hies yet another

tough exterior.

The thing about strength in a sport
utility vehicle is that you need it J
everywhere. And Durango :
delivers everywhere, beginning @
with a very stiff frame. It is the
only frame in its class made of

boxed 35,000-psi steel with ~ °
seven crossmembers. Some
frame brackets are even fabri-
cated of 50,000-pst steel for added g
strength. The frame is electro-
coated through full immersion
in a corrosion-resistant primer.

g Competitors’ frames receive a
| less durable hot wax coating.
- All body panels except the
At 100f are of galvanized steel, with
- key panels treated on two sides.
The body is electrocoated in a
" nine-step immersion process
that first cleans it thoroughly,
I then covers it with corrosion-
4 resistant phosphate coating.
Body panels receive an anti-
# chip base of epoxy polyester
powder, followed by an anti-chip

primer which bonds with finish coa
to resist destruction from road debr
The anti-chip coat is applied in
powder form, then melted in an
oven to bond with the base coat.
The clever property of the anti-ch
coat is that it flexes when struck
sharply to bend rather than break
and this is how it helps control
paint chips and nicks. It even helj
prevent peeling or delamination t
the finish color and Clear Coats
caused by the sun’s ultraviolet ray




Two color coats, water-based to
reduce harmful petrochemical emis-
sions, are sealed with a Clear Coat
specially formulated to resist etching
from acid rain, bird droppings, and
degradation from sunlight.

The corrosion-, puncture-, heat-
resistant and biggest-in-class plastic
25-gallon fuel tank is mounted
securely between the frame rails
ahead of the rear axle. Fuel lines are
nylon to resist corrosion. The
exhaust system is stainless steel for
the same reason. And the engine
cooling system has a corrosion-
resistant aluminum radiator.

The boxed, 35,000-ps
steel frame is electrocoated
with a corrosion-resistant
paint, rather than covered
with the usual, less durable
hot wax coating.

Doors are built to
stay rigid through
computer design and
laser-welded inner
panels. The result: a
stronger door
structure that is less
likely to sag over
time.

Durango’s nine-step coating and paint
process contributes to vehicle longevity.
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Magnum engine performance
charted, left to right: the 3.9-liter
175- korsepou er V6 (late availability),
5.2-liter 230-horsepower V8,

and 5.9-liter 245-horsepower V8.

Magnum engines are the power-
houses among Durango’s very
capable features. They give Durango
a wider range of power than its
competitors, letting you go and do
more. This wider range of compact
sport-utility power leads off with the
standard 3.9-liter 175-horsepower
Magnum V6 (late availability) and
is followed by the well-respected
5.2-liter 230-horsepower Magnum
V8, and the king-of-the-hill 5.9-liter
245-horsepower Magnum V8.
Magnum engines gulp huge
amounts of air to improve combustion
and increase horsepower through
smart technology like sequential
multipoint fuel injection for more
immediate throttle response. A
progressive-bore throttle body
increases combustion force, and
horsepower, by accelerating
airflow. Similarly, a high-flow
aluminum intake manifold
increases inbound air volume.

High-flow exhaust manifolds then
move exhaust gases out quickly for
better combustion efficiency.

Magnum durability is engineered
through features like powdered metal
valve rocker arm fulcrums to increase
valve train life and extra-thick rocker
arm covers with silicone gaskets for
better sealing against leaks and
improved noise control. The serpen-
tine belt accessory drive with auto-
matic tensioner also helps control
noise while decreasing maintenance
requirements. Dodge engineers even
included a starter override switch
to promote starter longevity and
prevent you from trying to start an
engine that’s already running.

As with everything else in
Durango, power application is
specially engineered for real-world
use. Unique Durango standard
four-speed automatic transmissions
are mated to each Magnum engine’s
requirements and characteristics.

Durango’s specially engineered
exhaust system provides optimum
performance while keeping it quiet in
the rear passenger area. Even the
specially finned, corrosion-resistant
aluminum radiator and fan coolmg
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designed to cancel out engine
vibration and movement.
Durango is an action vehicle,
designed specifically to help you d
things other than just go to and from
Powered by the optional 5.9-liter
245-horsepower Magnum V8 and
equipped with the optional Trailer
Tow Group, Durango gives you
the largest-in-class gross combine
weight rating of 12,200 pounds to
carry people and gear, plus tow a
trailer to any adventure you choose
And speaking of towing, that big
Magnum V8 gives you a hefty,
best-in-class towing maximum of
7,300 pounds of boat, camper,
motorcycles or do-it-yourself stuff

1998 Durango Trailer Towing

Axle Gross Combined Trailer Weight
Engine Ratio Weight Allowance
39L V6" 3.92 9.200 Ib 4,400 1b
52L V8 3.55 9,200 Ib 4300 Ib
392 10,500 Ib 5,600 Ib
59L V8 355 10,500 Ib 5,600 Ib
392 12,200 1b 7,300 1b
“Late availability.
= Durango’s optional
X Heavy-Duty Service

- Group with maximum
engine cooling, 136-
amp alternator aned



Driver information and feedback are
Durango traits because of its many
smart features like the switches —
they’re all backlit for easy identifi-
cation — and located logically by
priority. So are the quick-read analog
gauges and warning lamps on the
single-plane instrument cluster.
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In developing Durango, we really
thought of everything, even fine-
tuning the speedometer to read the
speed 8,000 times per mile for
exactness and smooth operation.

We think you’ll really appreciate
features like seats designed especially
to reduce fatigue on long trips on or
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off the road, body-mounted mirro:
for clearer images and reduced ais
stream noise. And to give you gre:
hindsight, a standard liftgate glass
defroster covers the entire rear glas
surface. You’ll also enjoy the one:
touch-down driver’s window witt
standard power windows, and
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Abvailable six-way power-adjustable
driver’s seat. Drivers can vary their posi-
tion infinitely to adjust to their individual
needs and for added comfort on long
trips. Both front bucket seats have
8.6 inches of fore and aft travel
Jor increased comfort. Driver’s

post communications link for points for the standard
cell phones and laptop computers.  four-speed automatic transmission,

bucket seat has Start up Durango and three operating the starter override,

Jour-position extremely smart computers go controlling windshield wiper
‘?"‘fm‘gr"b"‘g to work instantly. One controls speed, and even turning interior
umbar support. - ;

Magnum” engine performance, lamps on and off for you. The
steering wheel-mounted controls from ignition timing to fuel and air  CTM also manages the wipers
on Durango’s standard cruise control, intake. Another controls the so that when they’re set on
including a “tap” feature to increase  braking system. intermittent, it senses when
the controlled speed in two-mph A third, called the CTM, or Durango’s speed falls below 10
increments. A 12-volt accessory Central Timer Module, manages  mph and increases wiper speed
plug provides you with a command- things like the optimum shift for safe, clear vision.
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Now you seat them.

__ Durango’s standard
| Fold-and-Tumble”
| second seat converts
quickly to cargo
| area with levers
V& on either side.

Since a really good sport utility
can’t have too much room for
people and their stuff, Dodge
engineers used electronic imagery
and simultaneous exterior/interior
design to maximize Durango’s
roomy interior,

Durango offers seating capacity

for five, six, seven and eight persons ?

(with the optional front 40/20/40
bench seat, and optional third row

rear bench). In any configuration,
Durango has been people-engineered
for ease of entry and exit.
Durango’s roof has been raised to
provide more head room and theater-
style raised seating for second- and
third-seat passengers. The standard
Fold-and-Tumble "40/20/40 second
seat and the optional third seat fold

The optional
\ 40/20/40
. /ront bench
SR scatf increases
) Durango’s
seating
potential
to eight. It
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Four cargo tie-downs
in Durango’s cabin
secure loose items from
shifting due to terrain
oF Mmaneuvering.

quickly and easily with one-han
operation, and lie nearly flat for
largest-in-class 88-cubic-foot ca
area. Leave the second seat up 2
you still have 51 cubic feet of ca
space. There are four tie-down
visions to keep cargo from shifti

Another smart feature about t
Fold-and-Tumble™ second seat i
that it can be folded in segments
accommodate one or two persol










































