






LAND CRUISER 



When I lost the aerial map, she said Don't quit your 

day job. Which is precisely what I plan to do. Last 

night, at the cnmpti re, we talked seriously about staying, 

throwing in with Dave and his crew; guiding big game 

photo tours. Our friends, the nomadic Gabra, are all for 

it - they know every inch of the landscape and trust us 

to give back more than we take. We break camp at a 

leisurely ptlce , say our good-byes and head om at midday 

for the Ruwem.ori Rnnge - the Mountains of the Moon. 

We may have lost the map, but we are full of plans 



Sincemid·cent ury,ToyotalandCruiser 

hasbeenaunilying lactol l ileinsome 

olthemostremote and seemlngly 

impassablelocotionsaroundtheglobe. 

At the Nepal-Tibet border, the only sound is the win 

call this huge Himalayan upheaval of folded rock the 

World. One is reminded at every obstacle that when 

really serious, one must rely on an extremely serious 

Land Cruiser has fi lled that bill since 1951, venturi 

pointS where the road builders have shrugged and tu 



The infrequent rainstorms create flashing cataracts off the 

rock the Aborigines call Uluru . Beautiful cascades that 

amplify the changing colors of the eroded rock as the sun 

moves. Less beautiful is the wheel-sucking muck created 

by the runoff, and I wouldn't want to encounter it in an 

ordinary ''.sport utility vehicle," one of those come-lately, 

grocery-toting, urban show ponies. I choose a rocky ford 

and cross easily. The Aborigines have immense respect 

for the individual, irrespective of age, gender or place of 

origin. We have hit it off well, and I'll pitch camp here in 

their beautiful backyard. I'll return with a Land Cruiser-

load of colorful trade goods and remarkable stories of the 

power of their dreamtime. 
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Power is of utmost importance in these dark mountains. T he books 

told us it was extremely rugged here, thnt the awe-inducing peaks 

suddenly plunged seaward with litt le warning. We wished for a 

smoother descent - and got it, w ith the big V8 muscling us up and 

down the gorges. With 32 valves, dual overhead camshafts and 

nearly 300 cubic inches, the powerful 230-horsepower engine is one 

of the most sophisticated V8s in its segment, and gave our Land 

Cruiser confidence of movement that paralleled the mountain goat's. 





In 1he interior of this tropical rain forest alone, there are 

2,500 species of trees. The good news is that, with such 

diversity, exploitation of any one species is uneconomi-

cal. Meaning it won't happen. More good news is thm 

Land Cruiser's interior is going to be around a long time, 

too. Durability was at least as important as comfort to 

the designers- rmd, if you've traVeled in a Land Cruiser, 

you know comfort was high on the list. 

Theconvenientcentercon solellowsoutolthE' 

instrumentponelcontrol cluster-plentyof storoge 

for cameras and CDs. pluscuphaldersfara ll. 
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Maps. A few guidebooks. Pale references to where we've been. 

But we've got a Land Cruiser full of memories, some reinforced with 

photographs, most not. You just don't haul out 1he old single-lens 

reflex during a tribal funeral dance, or when the jaguar-man shaman is 

attempting to leave his body to obtain news from a distam villnge. 

Rear-seat passengers hove 

overheodoccesstoheoting 

ondcoolingwiththeovailoble 

independent automatic rear 

climate control system. 
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We've heli-skied the Bugabooo and backcountry 

British Columbia, but frankly, we were unprepared 

for this huge snow dome of a country. Amend that -

we were quite well prepared, actually, with our 

Land Cruiser. We just had different notions of what 

"Greenland" meant than the Inuit who inhabit the 

place. Only 50,000 people (and their sled dogs) live 

on the largest island in the world. It's a massive ice 

cap. And a heck of a lot of fun in a Land Cruiser, 

especially with the confidence that 4-wheel disc brakes 

with ABS provide, even in low-range operation. 

Themiddle -rowcentcr scotteotureso heodrest 

ond3-pointshoulderbelt.Plasticribbingcoversroof 

pillorsond helpsobsorb onddispersesecondory 

impoct energyinthe eventofocollision. 
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wheresomeoltheroods 

don't.Secure objects prone 

to roll or bounce with this 

sturdynyloncorgonet- it 

hooks1otopandbonom 

Individualize your Land Cruiser with Genuine Toyota Options 

and Accessories. Remember, Toyota vehicles are built with pop· 

ular option combinations. Not all options are available sepa· 

rarely, and some options and accessories may not be available in 

all regions of the country. So see your Toyota dealer, who can 

help you locate the Land Cruiser that's right for you. 

Therichg low olovailablegenuine 

woodoccentstheinstrumentpanet 

echoing the great outdoors for which 

LondCruiserownershavesuchoHinity. 
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