


The Chrysler Technology
Center's | B-mile
evaluation road allows
engimeers [o lesl
components and Irimri.-c
within sight of their offices
and labs This allows fine-
tuming and calibration
adjustments 1o be made
quickly withou! naving to
inlerrupt long-term product
testing at Chrusler's full-
scaie proving grounds near

Chelsea, Michigan and

Phoenix. Anzona

Cover. The CTC's anechok
tesl chamber enables
erigineers 10 build quieter
cars like the all-new Dodge

Intrepid £ES
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engineering, quality and environmental concern.

First, they reinvented the way vehicles were developed and produnéd
To that end, they organized the people responsible for the creation of
tomorrow's cars and trucks into interdisciplinary platform teams. Designers,
engineers, representatives from manufacturing and even outside suppliers
would work closely together from the very beginning.

Next, the Corporation invested one billion dollars to create the Chrysler
Technology Center, the world's newest and most advanced automotive
engineering facility. There, all of the disciplines of vehicle development
would be interconnected under one massive roof to streamline
communications and foster a new team spirit.

Finally, the platform team responsible for the creation of the all-new
Dodge Intrepid identified scores of individual “Product Excellence”
objectives to be met in all areas of vehicle design.

In the final analysis, the Intrepid design team broke with automotive
tradition and reinvented, not the wheel, but rather the location of the wheels,

How and why they did this and the many benefits they achieved are all
detailed in this book. When you have read it, you will understand why

automobiles will never again be the same.

Dodge Intrepid. This changes everything.

Some of the equipment shown or described throughout this catalog is available at extra cost
Aboul this catalog. Since the time of printing. some of the mformation you'll find in this cataloa may have been updated.

Ask your dealer for details




A New Design Principle

In their quest for a dramatic new aerodynamic shape,

Chrysler Corporation's advanced design studio discovered

something else. It's called “cab forward.” By moving the base

of the windshield forward and, at the same time moving all
four wheels toward the “corners” of the vehicle, a chain
reaction of good things occurs.

Not only does the vehicle look sleek and enjoy the
considerable benefits of improved aerodynamics, it also
gains interior volume and increased roadability. Here's why.

Lengthening the distance between the wheels increases
the wheelbase which, in tumn, improves ride characteristics.
It also allows wider doors for easier entry and exit as well as
more rear seat leg room.

Moving the wheels further apart makes the vehicle wider,
thus increasing hip and shoulder room. A wider track also
results in more stable handling.

Together, these benefits, which are a direct result of the
cab-forward configuration, make the all-new Dodge Intrepid
unlike any other automobile you have ever driven...a car

Aulomobile Magazine called “Right on the money.”
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Rear impact protection

The lugaaae compartmenl includes an ultra-high-

leatlieres @ 16, 7-cubic-foot
capacity, a low-hftover

strength steel bumper and a
Unibody “crumple 2one

design and a spare lire engineered 1o dissipate Lhe
well capable of holding the energy generated by a

comventional full-size spare
tire which (s available a< an

plion. Sev page 27 5
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=
— -~
| e— =
—
E Y
_————
S —— e L —————— .J."

e - L SN N —

L ——

Fully inde pendent multelok
edr Suspension lea!l wre
gas-cmarasd Charman
struts and a slabizer bar
for excellen! rde and
handiing charactmistics

Sov pages 16 and 37

Available four-wheel disc
anlilock brakes help prevent
whee! lockup lor safe
straigh! confidence-butlding
iops See pages 16 amd 37

Wide rear seat can
accommodate three adul
passengers in full comfort
or two adulls when the
availabie Built-in Chld

Seal is in use. Ser page 27

Large rear doors open wide

lor easy eniry and exil
since cab-forward design

moved the rear wheels back

o minimize wheel wetl
inlrusion. See page 27

A long | 13-bnck wheelbase
eminanc s ride cmarac lersiics
il providing exceptiond
rear leg room

AEC FNOMLIT

An ergonomically refined
cockpit design features
edsy-1o-reach-and - wse
controls, full analog instru
menlation, precistly

J I
it ) il seud

tilt steeving column and a
“command of (he

road” sealing posilion
See pages | 2 and 13

Standard dual air bags
supplement the restraint
sgstem 1o help prevenl
serious imyury in the unlikely
event of a frontal collesi
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iy, fl SCEniard

Froml impacl prolechion
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trength slee! bumper and a
“trumple 2one” enaineered
mio the Unibody to welp

dissipate the energu i neviled

by a collision well before it
reaches the passenger
comeparimenl. Seév page | 8

The froml suspension
fealures compacl gas

i md
Chadrgea I

and a double ball lomn!
stabilizer bar for excellen!
handiing characleristics
ot pages |6 dnd 37
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A stlandard four-speed

aulomatic transaxle features
electromic controls for smooth
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An all-new available
3.5-liter V6 engine feature

an owrhad cam design

24-valves, sequential
muitipomt fuel iepeclion

and an active tuned intake

manifold for smootk
respoitsivy performance
S paages 32 and 33

Available compulerized
lraction comtrol grves

Intrepid s fronl-wheel drive

even beller arip on slick or
slippery surfaces during
fou _I":‘-.nl acceleralion

See pages |6 and 37
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The Chrusler Tecknoloay

Cenler fealwres a | 50 UO0-
square-foot pilot manu-
facturing operation |is
assignment” To ensure
that all vehicle parts fil
properly and thal ail
assempbly processes work as
designed months belore
actual full-scale

manutasturng begns
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“Dodge didn’t just target what was out there when it began work
on Intrepid, it anticipated where the world would be when its cars
came out and aimed beyond that mark. And hit where it aimed.”

—AutoWeek
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Clearly A Driver's Car

Too often in the past, an automobile’s
exterior design made promises that its
interior could not keep. Not so with
Intrepid. Even a cursory examination of
the interior should dispel any doubts as
to the designers’ intent.

Clearly, it was to establish Intrepid's
reputation as a driver's car well before
the ignition key is turned. This seemingly
formidable task was accomplished quite
simply by putting the driver at the center
of things.

Taking advantage of the exceptional
sightlines provided by Intrepid's low
hoodline and cab-forward configuration.
the interior design team has provided
the driver with a seating position which
is best described as “command of the
road * That means enhanced visibility in
all directions, not just ahead, over the
hood and fenders.

Instead of sinking down into a too
soft seat, the Intrepid driver is treated
to the firm and supportive shape ol a
standard individual sport seat whose
contours and firmness levels are based
on anthropometric [body measurement)
data and exhaustive competitive
analysis. The result, according to
Automobile Magazine is: “... cushion
and backrest proportions well suited
to American bodies.”

By making even the standard driver's
seatback recliner infinitely adjustable and
providing extended nine-inch front seat
tracks, the Intrepid interior design team
has made securing an optimal seating
position & near certainty for most
drivers. This is especially true when
Intrepid's standard tilt steering column
is factored into the equation.

Further ergonomic fine-tuning is
available in the form of a four-position

adjustable lumbar support that's stan-
dard with Intrepid's premium sealing
(which can be ordered with optional
eight-way power driver's seat controls).
A vehicle's controls must be within
easy reach and the instrumentation
easily read With that in mind. Intrepid's
primary and secondary controls were
carefully studied for positioning as well
as shape, feel and visual recognition.
Power window, mirror and door lock
controls are all located on the driver's
door for ease of operation. They are
shaped for fingertip activation and high-
lighted at night by unique LED indica-
tors. Available electronic speed control
switches are located on the steering
wheel spokes and can be accessed with-
out moving one’s hands from the wheel.
The large, highly readable, black-
on-white full analog instrumentation is
clearly visible through the steering wheel
and can be supplemented by an available
message center and an overhead console
with a five-function trip computer, com-
pass and outside temperature readouts.




Technologically Refined

Performance
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A Total Safety Package
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The Chrusler Technology
Cenler [valures norse,
vibration amd harshness
chambers, an Gerodynam ic
wind lunne! an environ-
mental tes! cemler and a
powvrtrain test center
among [t laboratory
facilities The CTC s
corridors were designed <o
that vehicles could ne
driven 1o any of these labs
or virlually anywhere e'se
in the compiex. A
sophisticated ventilation
System was enainacred 10
quickly and completely
filter vekicie emissions. The
Brighl W hite Clear Coat
Dodge | ntrepid ES
shown here just put-ide the
CTC's road test garage
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“Walking through the halls of the new Chr;
Technology Center stirs you in the same way
that driving the Dodge Intrepid does.”

—Automobile Magazine
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Early Development

As far back as 1985, Chrysler Corporation From those sketches came the cab
designers were laying the groundwork forward, four-door Portofino concept
for today's Dodge Intrepid. That's when
the initial gesign sketches for the cab Frankfurt Auto Show in Germany. The
forward concept were created for ingularly sleek Portofino b gan a

management review Ol Cab-lorward concepl irs [rom h

Although preliminary work on a new four
door sedan had been geing on for some time
it wasn't until February, 1989, that upper
management oex ied to commit to the cab-
forward configuration for Intrepid

The cross-functional platform team which
had been formed to create the new car eagerly
accepted the challenge. All 800-plus platform
team members knew they had just three and a
all years to bring the all-new Intrepid 1o pro-
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Fortunately. the [ntrepid team also had the
tools and the power they needed to do their
ob efficiently. Among their “tools” was an
advanced computer system which allowed
them the luxury of simultanecus engineering.
n which computer-aided design [CAD) and
computer-aided manufacturing (CAM) pro
grams work together to save time and improve

A 'lL'rlJ.1 L]J:Jl I:'|'

This, combined with the responsibilty the

team was given over the entire project, shaved
months from the S1.6-billion program to bring
exceptional quality and innovation to a whole
new class of automobiles. The immensity of
this feat did not escape the notice of the edi-
tors of AutoWeek who wrote: “Offering refine-
ment, looks, space, poise, performance, and
price in every competitive package, these
handsome new big cars might just be enough

to herald Chrysler's second coming.’

a) An allraclive, user-
friendly interior was the
goal of Intrepid's design
Lo

b) A spacious intenor was
a prime faclor in the deve!

apmen! of Ietrepid

¢) The many advanlages
of the cab-forward corfigu-
ration were evident v early
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shapes and subtle textures.”

“Once you are seated, your eyes
over an interior filled with tas '

—Automobile Magazine = TS

Intrepid ES's optional leather
with vinyl trim interior
shown in Medium Quartz

25




Forward-Thinking Rear Seating




“There’s an elegant simplicity in this design, and the e
powertrain architecture in particular does an excellent job S e o

automobiles like the Dodoe

of balancing today’s needs against tomorrow’s opportunities.” e sy e
—Mdof Tffﬂd ' Metailic Red Clear Cow

29



30

INSIDE INTREPID

3.3-liter and 3.5-liter V6 engines are
mounted longitudinally for more eff
cient packaging and improved

Ovel 1” |]-, Nnailm L .1|.1' ce

Solar Control glass windshield

reduces the eflects ol the sun's ultravio-

let ravs by two to four percent and

infrared energy by |15 percent to help
keep Intrepid's int
Composite front fenders are strong
vet lightweight, as well as highly dent

INd COrmosion-=-resistant

Electromechanical analog gauges

provide precise readouts and include an

LED electronic shift indicator

Engine cooling system [carures ;
highly efficient two-speed e
tor Ian and a brazed aluminum radiator
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Short-throw ignition switch features
bright halo lighting, plus easy key inser

eClrnc radla-

Intermittent speed-sensitive wipers
leature a Nnew ':.:111 washer ar 1 1 POW
erful pump 1o provice greater water

pressure and water (iow 1or better ciean

'['.-_'. i 'I.j K :il,'. 1 nar £ 3} Wl wegliher

freeze-up The washer fluid reservoir has

a4 one-galion capacity

Tamper-resistant odometer i suppls
ented by a computer memor
Wwiich store nieage iniormation si uld
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Large aerodynamic door mirrors pr
vide a greater field of vision than con-

cafer lane changes

YEntional mirmoy
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Acoustic silencers are used ex

to help keep Intrepic

Interior roof liner :

recycled plastic mater
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Standard bodyside moldings are
properly p«
door dings and other parkis

on Intrep

against stones cChipping the pa

acick
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finish, as well as providing a "gn

eHtect
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podyside cladding, leatured

5. ofters

[ against

it damage
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Standard bucket seat interior [ea

tures a center console which offers fold

way dual cup holders, a coin holder
i t-r-l' ]'.ill,'lr"' | us bins for 5
elle or compact qisc storage

Interior lighting system incorporates
a unique “tace-to-0it eatur

Towing capability of up 10 2 00
nounds with no special equipment

needed

Full-width taillight/reflector features

a neutral gensity, wraparound desigr

for optimal visibility
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Bgallon fuel tank is strong. yet
lightweight and corrosion-resistant and
provides an extended driving range

Steel-belted radial tires and wheels
are match-mounted and precision-
balanced urng assembly to ensure
exceptional ride quality and feel
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Its Power Is In The Details b

It's altogether fitting that an automobile Ihe 3.5-liter engine na

1s fresh in its design philosophy as itted with many high-periormance Like the standard 3.3-liter V6, the n fact, Intrepid's all-new transaxle actu
3.5-liter features sequential multipoint illy “learns” about how an individua
| fuel injection and a distributorless ign driver drives and then adiusts its shift
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The Jandard #leclromival u

controlled four-spead overdrive
automatic tramsaxle is an all-
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rque for brisk acceleration while dual knock senzore which allow the tion of mponent |or I-1Ir-_;...,il'_ .,r'._}..u-'u'm._i
mounled Y6 engings

operating on regular unleaded fuel (87 engine to run on Mid-range uneaceo
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features four valves per cylinder for
rr'l.‘-!v.:' e clandard 3 1-lita : 28 I
maximum periormance elficiency an

i
racaid Cam YO anaent

generates 214 ISepower anc
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ttle wonder then that the editors of

AuloWeek wrot It's not just a world- The opliona

class car, in some wavs it's a world

beater

KAROOgY Sacn d

The competitive analysis procedure raneshall

known as “bench-marking” has resulted

n a strong. durable engine capable
power at both low and higl I
engine speeds. That power is delivered
moothly and quietly, too, thanks I
hydromount power train cradle which

reduces power train noise and vibration
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“Intrepid offers a combination of ready |
horsepower reserves, peaceful interior charactes
the ride quality of a luxury car, and the balancec
handling of a sport sedan” \

—Motor Tﬁ\d
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All throuak its
development, frome fuli-ciz
clag modets 1o milo!
production whicles, the
Dadge Intrepid was
carefully scrutinized by a
mpmslicaled, compuler-
contlrolied dimensional
aAnalysis sysirm ey the
ane sAcwn here al
Carysier's Tacknology

“Cenler) Lo ensure that 1)

body panels mair ain
their proper aligement
Dodge Intrepid ES s
shown here (n Emerald
Green Clear Coal
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Proven On Road And Track

Great driver's cars don't just happen
They re created, piece by piece, on com-
puters and drawing boards and in labs
and test cells. But they only begin to
come together in real driving situations
on both public roads and test tracks

Such is the case with the Dodge
Intrepid. It took months upon months ol
continual testing to fine-tune all compo-
nerts and subsystems and make certain
that every performance goal established
for Intrepid was met or exceeded long
before the first owner took delivery. IU's
no surprise that AuloWeek stated
“(these) cars really are terrific handling
machines, simply leagues beyond our
high expectations.”

To that end, the Intrepid engineering
team and Chrysler Corporation test-
drivers drove thousands of miles in
heavilv disguised prototvpes, known as
“mules” in the auto industry They drove
on city streets, over broken pavement
and railroad tracks. through potholes
and across rutted country roads. They
logged countless laps on the high-speed

ovals and twisting road courses of

Chrysler's Chelsea, Michigan and
Phoenix, Arizona proving grounds

They enlisted the performance exper-
tise of such automotive luminaries as
European auto journalist and former
race car driver Paul Frere, as well as
Chrysler's special consultant, two-time
Formula | champion and 1989 Indy 500
winner, Emerson Fittipaldi

Whal did the Intrepid team discover?
To begin with, they realized that they had
achieved the structural rigidity necessary
to make the long-wheelbase, wheels-
toward-the-corner characteristics of the
cab-forward design a “solid” reality

They also proved the ability of
Intrepid’s fully independent. long-wheel-
travel suspension to provide a smoothly
controlled ride without a loss of handling
crispness and response

They clearly demonstrated the dura-
bility and power of Intrepid's V6 engines
and all-new automatic transaxle; the
effectiveness of its optional four-wheel
disc antilock brake system and comput-
erized traction control; and the respon-

siveness of its power-assisted rack-and
pinion steering

On-track testing of early preproduc-
tion models also enabled the design and
engineering teams to determine the suc-
cess of the 400-plus hours spent in the
wind tunnel honing the new Dodge’s
aerodynamic lines. Not only was Intrepid
quiet and stable at speed, it was, unlike
many vehicles, relatively unaffected
by crosswinds.

The cumulative take-away from the
testing experience, which encompassed
a total of three million miles driven
before the first Intrepid rolled off the end
of the assembly line? As Emerson
Fittipaldi so succinctly put it after a test-
drive: “You feel like you're part of the
car. You feel safe.”

a) Inirepid s Jour-wheel inde-
pendint suspension me! the
challenge of sustained high-
impact road surfaces.

b} Two-time Formula | champi-
on and 1989 |ndy 500 winner
Emerson Filtipaidi is a special
Chrusler Corporation consultant
who helped “lune” Intrepid for
maxmum driving pleasure

¢) Intrepid s power-assisted
ragk-gnd-pinion slevring was
tested for precise response and
low effort

d) Intrepid s optional antilack
brakes |ABS) were Lesiad (o
ensure optimal steering comtrol
during hard braking
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- “These sedans, in refinement and smoothness... u
b may surpass everything else in the mid-size class.”

—Car and Driver




A Quality Manufacturing Process
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Car and Driver

next American hero,

INTREPID'S 21-STEP PAINT
AND FINISHING PROCESS

| PREPARATION

. | Pre-cleaning

2 Main cleaning

3 Surface conditioning
4 Phosphating

5 Recycled rinse

6 Fresh deionized rimse
7 Quality review

T ELECTROCOATING
I 8 Electrocoaling

m 9 Recycled rinse

‘ 10 Quality review

11 Curing

SEALING/ANTICHIP
PRIMER SURFACER

12 Sealing of joints

13 Chip-resistan! primer
14 Curing

15 Quality review

PAINTING
16 Cleaning
|7 First color coat
18 Second color coat
19 Quality review
20 Clear Coat
21 Curing

E QUALITY INSPECTION

INTREPID ANTICORROSION
AND PAINT PROCESSES

Intrepid’s corrosion-resistant
galvanized steel body panels
are treated to a 21-step process
designed to protect both the
vehicle’s finish and the panels
themselves from the ravages of
the road and the environment.

Each body is thoroughly cleaned
then submerged in phosphate
dip tanks prior to painting. This
improves paint adherence

After rinsing, bodies are sub-
merged in an electrocoat bath
for complete coverage, thereby
promoting optimal corrosion
protection

After rinsing. curing and sealing
the bodies are coated automa-
tically with a chip-resistant
primer surfacer. Areas which are
more prone to chipping, such
as the lower bodyside and

the leading edge of the hood.
receive extra coverage.

Each Intrepid then receives a
coat of high-luster paint in
one of ten color choices, which
include two new titanium

dioxides that feature subtle color

shifts with lighting variances.

Finally, all vehicles receive

an acid rain-resistant protective
Clear Coat that gives Intrepid

a gleaming "wet look” which

will last for years.

Black Cherry
Pear! Coat

Metallic Red
Clear Coat

Indy Red
Clear Coal

Light Driftwood
Satin Glow

Char-Gold
Salin Glow

Teal
Pearl Coat

Nighthawke Blue
Metaliic
Clear Coal

Emerald Green
Pearl Coat

Black
Clear Coal

Bright White
Clear Coat
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PRODUCING AN OWNERSHIP
EXPERIENCE AS SPECIAL

AS INTREPID

Dodge dealers with the
and the training their service
gepartments need to use them
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which is conducted right in the Chrvsle
Tech anter Wi nsure Lnal 1
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next new vehicle than vour Dodee dealer

Owner's Choice Protection Plan*

wWalrranty verage Is a big part of the

whnership experience, That's why Dod

+|r..rl- 'l.'.. Wner's "1 i |- T j——
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